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On Oct. 8 in Sonsonate, capital of Sonsonate department, court spokespersons said the trial of
13 former military officers charged with seven counts of murder had commenced. Seven of the
defendants have been jailed since August 1986. Court authorities have only recently found five
persons willing to serve as jury members. Six defendants, who fled the country prior to the issue of
arrest warrants, are to be tried in absentia. The defendants are accused of involvement in a massacre
which took place July 30, 1981, in Armenia, Sonsonate department. Five years after the incident, the
remains of 18 persons were discovered in a dry well near Pallidus, Sonsonate. Seven of the victims
were identified, giving rise to the seven counts of murder. The Associated Press cited accounts
by human rights groups who charge that the defendants and other unidentified soldiers killed as
many as 23 other persons. Several of the victims were members of a local soccer team who had
argued with soldiers at a military roadblock prior to the killings. In addition, soldiers reportedly
suspected the victims of collaborating with the rebels. On Oct. 9, after an hour of deliberation, the
jury returned a not guilty verdict on the ground of insufficient evidence. (Basic data from ACAN-
EFE, 10/08/91, 10/09/91; AP, AFP, 10/09/91)
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